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Institutions should empower young people to
work towards sustainability

By digitalLEARNING Network ) *

Posted on February 3, 2022

RELATED ITEMS: ABHISHEK JANI, EDUCATION, FAIRTRADE INDIA

🔊

 Listen to this Article

Climate change and sustainability are two issues that need strong attention and focus. Abhishek Jani, CEO of
Fair Trade India talks to Digital Learning about how Fair Trade India works towards creating awareness on these
issues.

Q – Tell us more about Fairtrade India ?

A – Fairtrade India is a not-for-profit initiative which is building a sustainable and ethical platform for
consumers, businesses, and farmer organizations in India. Part of the Fairtrade International network, Fairtrade
India enables small-holder farmer organizations to commit to better social, economic, and environmentally
sustainable practices. Fairtrade India then facilitates more remunerative and fairer market linkages for these
farmer organizations across varied categories, including Food and Beverages, FMCG products, and Fashion.
Fairtrade India also spreads awareness about sustainability, UN SDGs, and Fairtrade amongst citizens,
institutions, businesses, and other stakeholders. By conducting annual campaigns, programmes with schools,
universities and workplaces, and outreach through social and traditional media, Fairtrade India hopes to make
citizens more aware about and engaged with responsible and sustainable consumption and how through their
everyday choices they can make a difference to the planet and the people.

Q – How are you involving schools in creating awareness about sustainability and climate change?

A – As the world comes to terms with the various global crisis – the pandemic, climate change, growing
inequality, resource scarcity- there is a growing realisation that we need to prepare for the future with a different
approach today. One of the most powerful things we can do is to have education institutions equip and empower
young people to work collaboratively towards sustainable development in their communities. The Fairtrade India
Schools Programme (FISP) is such a platform for collaboration with schools to raise awareness and engagement
of institutions and students with Sustainability and SDGs.

The FISP provides a three-stage easy and accessible framework through which schools can increase awareness
and engagement in a step-by-step manner. The first stage FairAware takes the learners from sensitisation to
awareness about the global challenges and the Fairtrade approach. In the second stage FairActive, we focus on
building the learner’s skills to participate in and drive the sustainability movement. The final stage, Fair Achiever
engages learners to adopt sustainability practices in their lives and communities. Currently, we are working with
over 14000 students in some of the leading institutions across India as a part of this programme.

Q – When one talks about climate change and sustainability, how can the schools introduce this as a part of their
curriculum ?

A – With the introduction of the NEP across curricular, schools in India are looking to incorporate additional
dimensions around- United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by building skills and capabilities of
students in a more holistic manner. The Fairtrade India Schools Programme (FISP) provides teachers with a range
of lesson plans, activities and learning material which can be integrated easily into curricular learning across
subjects, ranging from- Geography and learning about how and where different food come from, to Mathematics
and Economics in learning about trade and fair negotiations to Languages where students can undertake
persuasive writing to support brands in adopting more sustainable practices. It is in this manner that the FISP
connects in school learning with the everyday experiences in the student’s lives and how that can be made more
responsible and sustainable. FISP also provides learning materials and creatives for extra-curricular engagement
and also encourages students to apply their learning in their lives and communities.

Q – When talking about ethical consumer choices, what is the kind of product you are talking to the consumer
about ?

A – Fairtrade works extensively in the agriculturally based industries. Agriculture as a sector contributes
approximately 12% to global Greenhouse Gas emissions which is causing climate change. Unsustainable
agricultural practices lead to introduction of toxic chemicals in our food, excessive usage of water, degradation of
soil and exploitation of vulnerable communities. Furthermore with 80% of the world’s food grown by small holder
farmers we often see the farmers themselves living in poverty and hunger. Fairtrade works in the agricultural
sector to promote more sustainability and create more ethical consumer choices in Food & Beverage, FMCG,
Fashion and even Cosmetics sector where agricultural raw materials are used extensively. In India we are
working with businesses who have pioneered Fairtrade Teas, Coffee, Chikkis, Chocolates, Vegetables, Fashion,
Cosmetics and even Footballs.

Q – What have been your best practices in terms of working with the farmers, especially cotton farmers?

A – Fairtrade has been working with Cotton farmers in India for over 15 years. Cotton as a crop can be very
resource intensive whether it be application of chemical pesticides and weedicides or use of water for cultivation.
The sector has also been marred with social issues such as child labour and other exploitative practices. Fairtrade
works with smallholder cotton farmers and builds their capacity to follow more sustainable practices. Farmers
get organised into collectives and build community systems to follow better agricultural practices. They reduce
the chemical and water usage, do not use Genetically Modified Seeds, prohibit the use of child labour and other
such non-exploitative practices as per the Fairtrade Standard. Many of the Fairtrade Cotton farmers are also
following Organic practices. Furthermore, the Fairtrade Premium earned by the Cotton farmers has been used for
various community development projects including rainwater harvesting, creating storage facilities, training of
farmers to be more productive and efficient and also providing scholarships to the children of the farming
community. So every time consumers choose sustainable consumption choices through Fairtrade Labelled
products they are contributing to this virtuous cycle of change.
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Architecture and Engineering experts talk about
Technology for Accelerating Career

RELATED ITEMS: ADOBE, ARCHITECTURE, DR. GAURI KOTNIS SHIURKAR, EDUCATION, INDRA KUMAR SINGH, MAHESH CHANDRA GOVIL,
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, PROF DR. ANIL DEWAN, SIKKIM, SUPREETH NAGARAJU

“Now we know the power of the internet and how we can make the best use of digital technology. Everybody has
to learn the blended mode of learning to stay updated.” Saying this, the Director of National Institute of
Technology, Sikkim Mahesh Chandra Govil emphasized on how digital technology has become an essential part
of education. Govil was sharing his thoughts at an Exclusive Webinar on Essential Education for Accelerating
Creative Career, organised by Elets Digital Learning Magazine and Adobe on February 2, 2022. This was
exclusively to discuss Architecture and Engineering fields.

Dr. Govil elaborated on shifting the focus on the creativity of the student and improving the learning environment.
He said, “We should nurture creativity from childhood. We can determine it early when we see a child asking
questions and having queries.” He further added that a good learning environment is required at all levels to
nurture. “There should be a good learning environment at village level to at least create a Centre of Excellence at
district or block level,” Dr Govil added.

He added the quality of education should also improve in rural areas and it is a much required change. “NITs and
IITs have a big responsibility. Why can’t they enhance the students from rural areas? They have all the best
content and through technology, we can share that with everyone.” He added that there is a strong need to change
the curriculum. “ We should not compromise on the quality of education. We are not changing the way of
designing the assignments. They should be designed around Industry problems.” He further said, “Students should
be sent to rural areas to understand design. We want students to realise what rural India looks like. This will
develop their problem-solving skills.”

Director, Symbiosis School of Architecture Dr. Gauri Kotnis Shiurkar defined how digitisation after the pandemic
has affected everyone and adaptation is the need of the hour. “We have faced a similar kind of experience like a
liminal experience. It involves forced separation from familiar roles and we have experienced it in the pandemic.
We come out transformed from these times. We need to understand how we can adapt to this change. We have
come to terms with this new normal to change the pattern. Digitisation has become extremely important.”

She said that one needs to understand the learning pattern of the student to make a difference in school
education. “School education needs to change a lot after NEP. We don’t allow our students to use the right side of
the brain. There are nine types of intelligence. It should be given importance at the school level to understand a
student’s learning pattern to create a difference.”

Dr. Gauri said that a survey was conducted to understand the industry needs and then a curriculum was prepared
in her institute. “We could do it because we are a private university. Digitisation has opened opportunities for all
of us, breaking the boundaries of nations to have academicians interacting with students on digital platforms.”

“There was a digital divide during the pandemic. We had to start with manual things. We should take this
opportunity to become fully digital”, said Prof Dr. Anil Dewan, Head of the department – Architecture, School of
Planning and Architecture. He opined that digital is the new normal. The choices are in the hands of students to
adapt to the digital environment. “We should bring changes in curriculum. The choices are now with the students.
They can watch content anytime. The opportunities are endless and we could reach many more students.”

He further added, “We had all the tools but in the pandemic, students were in their own locations. Some had no
laptops, some worked with smartphones but we adapted. We were used to physical teaching. The digital platform
was difficult to adapt but now we are used to it. The budget had a province for institutes of excellence and we
hope for support from the Government of India.” Prof. Anil delved on the importance of content in teaching. He
said, “The industry has moved on. Let my classes be available to all the schools of architecture in India. We have
the content. We would like it to be open online to all. We now have internships across the globe.”

Joint Head of Department, Indian Institute of Technology (BHU) Indra Kumar Singh mentioned how digital is
changing the dynamics of the whole universe. “The digital world is inevitable. It’s much about interaction and
expression. It is shrinking the world. It may be possible that in a few years from now, we would be conducting
classes in a virtual world through the metaverse.”

He also explained that digitisation will never stop and how it is increasing after the pandemic. “Digitalization has
always been there. In the pandemic it was seen more. The pandemic became a catalyst for digitalization.
Digitalization will never stop.” Singh further elaborated, “In BHU we have equipment in our labs. The problem is
some of the students don’t have laptops. Digitalization has given us a lot more opportunities. It is required from
software companies to collaborate with students to make softwares affordable.”

The discussion was moderated by Supreeth Nagaraju, Head Education, Digital Media for Adobe India. He said that
as a technology provider, Adobe is ready to partner with universities and educational institutions. He added that
Adobe has been introducing different products to suit the needs of the market and they can further discuss with
the academicia to create the best products.

Follow and connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Elets video
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